
Because our primary mission is to ensure the nation’s state and
private forests are healthy and remain intact, we are on the

frontline of the forest carbon issue. 

Dear Fellow State Foresters:

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE FORESTERS

https://www.stateforesters.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2020-01-Policy-Statement-on-Climate-Change-09232020.pdf


Section 1: NASF Policy Recommendations on State Engagement in Forest
Carbon Activities

i. State forestry agencies should build on what they currently do best: providing
landowner education, information, and technical assistance.

ii. Private industry is already conducting carbon project marketing, development,
verification, and monitoring. 

To watch this section instead of reading it, click here for a
presentation by Rachel Reyna, Pennsylvania Bureau of Forestry

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JZEc9B9k_Ko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JZEc9B9k_Ko


iii. State forestry agencies' communications should reinforce:

Section 2: Key Terms and Concepts for State Agency Engagement in
Carbon Market Conversations

This section aims to provide state forestry agencies with a primer on forest carbon
markets, including key terms and concepts, that will be helpful in fielding future
market opportunities, particularly for private forest owners.

Learn more about the nuances of carbon messaging with this video
presentation by Whitney Forman-Cook, NASF

Click here for a video summary of this section by Danny
Norlander, Oregon Department of Forestry

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gHbXE1sTBGM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YvTqxRpUeP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YvTqxRpUeP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gHbXE1sTBGM
https://www.southernforests.org/resources/publications/Guiding%20Principles%20for%20Forest%20Carbon%20Seq%2008-2009.pdf/view


I. Carbon Offsets

II. Regulatory vs. Voluntary Markets 

III. Protocols and Standards

A. Registries and Exchanges



Planting trees on open lands

Sustainable forest management 

harvested wood products

prevent forestland
conversion

B. Eligible Activities

C. Carbon Pools

D. Measurement and Monitoring



E. Baselines and Additionality



Buffer pools

Insurance

Like-kind pools

Biological risk management

F. Permanence



Internal leakage

External leakage

Market leakage

Activity-shifting leakage

Positive leakage

G. Leakage 

H. Verification



I. Aggregation

J. Co-benefits, Stacking, and Bundling

Section 3: Synopsis of Current Forest Carbon Market and Program
Options

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/compliance-offset-program
https://www.rggi.org/
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/compliance-offset-program
https://www.rggi.org/
https://www.climateactionreserve.org/
https://americancarbonregistry.org/
https://verra.org/project/vcs-program/registry-system/


In Hawaii,

In Virginia, 

Learn more about carbon project developers and programs with this
video presentation by Jeremy Klass, New Mexico State Forestry Division

Learn more about how state forestry agencies can get involved in
carbon markets  with this video presentation by Heather Slayton,

Tennessee Division of Forestry

https://www.forestfoundation.org/family-forest-carbon-program
https://ncx.com/
http://www.terracarbon.com/about.html
https://www.finitecarbon.com/
https://www.acre-investment.com/
https://www.green-trees.com/
https://rrbcnews.wordpress.com/healthy-watershed-forest-project/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pu0ARBCU6mI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4cYsCBULwQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pu0ARBCU6mI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4cYsCBULwQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4cYsCBULwQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4cYsCBULwQ


The Oregon Department of Forestry

The Georgia Carbon Registry

Sincerely, 

Forrest Boe
CHAIR, NASF FOREST RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
STATE FORESTER OF MINNESOTA

http://www.gacarbon.org/
https://www.treefolks.org/learn-about-trees/carbon-credit-generation/
https://www.nationalforests.org/get-involved/tree-planting-programs
mailto:mbrown@stateforesters.org

