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November 11, 2015 

 

Mr. Rick Lint 

Forest Supervisor 

National Forests in South Carolina 

4931 Broad River Road 

Columbia, SC  29212 

 
Re: Comments on Draft Management Plan and DEIS for the Francis Marion NF Plan Revision 

 

Dear Mr. Lint, 

 

The Southern Group of State Foresters (SGSF) appreciates the opportunity to offer these comments on the 

development of the Forest Plan for the Francis Marion National Forest.  SGSF represents the interests of 

the State Foresters from across a 13-State area of the southern United States, including the South Carolina 

Forestry Commission (SCFC).  The SGSF mission is to provide leadership in sustaining the economic, 

environmental, and social benefits of the South’s forests, both public and private, and thus we recognize 

the importance of the forest plan revision process in incorporating the full suite of forest values desired by 

the public. 

 

We first would like to echo our support for the comments submitted by the SCFC on plan revision, which 

we have included as an attachment to this letter.  As one of our member organizations, the SCFC 

comments include the on-the-ground expertise relative to the landscapes in question, as well the 

knowledge of private forest landowner desires and forest products markets in the region to complement 

our broader recommendations.  In addition to supporting SCFC comments, SGSF would also like to take 

this opportunity to comment more generally on forest management trends across the South and how they 

relate to this forest planning process. 

 

In light of the Forest Service’s Congressional mandate to manage the National Forest System for multiple 

uses, SGSF believes that a forest-wide planning document should inherently recognize and manage for 

the full suite of benefits desired by the public.  Our National Forests are valued for many things, from 

wildlife habitat to local job creation, and from recreation opportunities to abundant clean water.  All of 

these aspects of forest management and many more can and should be captured in the forest planning 

process.  When looking at the themes your draft Forest Plan lays out in section 1.6 - Future Direction of 

the Forest, it is clear the forest is keenly aware of the vast array of interconnected services the forest 

provides.  What is only briefly recognized in this section however, is the critical importance of timber 

harvest and active forest management in maintaining these economic and environmental services.  

 

Across the South, the pace of active management on National Forest System lands has declined over the 

course of the past 30 years, which can be attributed to many factors from decreases in funding to an 

abundance of appeals and litigation on timber projects.  This decline has had a variety of detrimental 

impacts on forests and private forestland owners in the South.  Fewer harvests, especially reduced small 
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diameter thinning, as well as a reduction in prescribed burning has made the southern national forests 

more prone to wildland fire and more susceptible to devastating insect infestations.  This has in turn 

elevated those risks on adjacent state and private lands, as these threats do not recognize ownership 

boundaries.  The reduction in management has also led to a decline in quality wildlife habitat, especially a 

reduction in early successional habitat.  Our southern national forests no longer have the diversity of age 

classes and densities that adequately support healthy populations of wildlife species.  Finally, a reduction 

in NFS active management across the South has played a role in job losses, mill closures, and decline in 

economic prosperity in our rural communities.  The level of active management needs to increase for all 

these and other reasons, and the forest planning process is a crucial place to start. 

 

The forest planning process is essentially about setting up a broad framework for designation of what 

activities would be appropriate on a given landscape, under which subsequent project development can 

occur.  Active forest management is appropriate and necessary on a substantial portion of the National 

Forest System, including the Francis Marion NF given the goals and themes laid out in this draft Forest 

Plan.  We applaud the USFS for recognizing the challenges facing the forest associated with reducing fire 

risk, creating and maintaining quality wildlife habitat, promoting forest health, and more, and urge you to 

remember the essential role that active forest management plays in addressing those challenges as well as 

supporting local economies.   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to weigh in on Forest Plan revision.  We would once again like to 

emphasize our support for the comments the SCFC has submitted in your process, which provide the 

necessary specificity to our broadly stated interests in this letter.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

____________________________ 

Robert Farris 

State Forester, Georgia 

Chair, Southern Group of State Foresters 
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