
 

 

SGSF Annual Meeting – Forest Management Chiefs Agenda 
 

 

Tuesday June 2, 2026 – GENERAL SESSION – Salon C, Convention Center 

 

6:45 – 7:45  Breakfast for all attendees – Salon A, Convention Center 

 

8am   Welcomes 

 

830am  Keynote 1 – Dr. Shawn Baker - Forisk Consulting 

 

915am  Keynote 2 - Chad Nyman – University of Kentucky 

 

945am   Break – Salon A, Convention Center 

 

1015am  Paul Oesterreich - Strategic Biofuels; Biofuels, biomass and other market updates  

 

1045am  Speaker Pending Confirmation 

 

1115am Pete Madden - US Endowment for Forestry and Communities; Small Diameter Workshop 

Update  

 

1140am  State Association Executive Directors Panel; Tim Lowrimore – Georgia Forestry 

Association, Jim Karels – Florida Forestry Association, and James Wright – Kentucky 

Forest Industry Association, Moderated by Terry Lasher – Virginia Department of 

Forestry 

 

1215pm  Lunch – Salon A, Convention Center 

 

130 pm  Academia Panel; Soledad Peresin – Clemson, Todd Petty – Georgia, and Carson Meredith 

– Georgia Tech, Moderated by Scott Phillips – South Carolina Forestry Commission 

 

205pm  Brian Brashaw – USDA Forest Service and Laura Cullen - Woodworks 

 

250pm  Ethan Breitling – National Alliance of Forest Owners; Communications about markets in 

the South 

 

315pm  Break – Salon A, Convention Center 

 

345pm SGSF Member Roundtable and Discussion 

 

5-6pm Social Hour – Networking 

 

6-8pm The Lodge – Forest Management Chiefs Group Dinner 

 

8-10pm Social Gathering/Networking – Pool Deck 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Wednesday June 3, 2026 – Forest Management Chiefs Agenda 

 

6:45 – 7:45  Breakfast for all attendees – Salon A, Convention Center 

 

8:00 – 8:15   Forest Management Chiefs Room – Edison Room 4th Floor, Hotel 

Welcome and introductions 

   Troy Clymer, Forest Management Chief’s Committee Chair 

   Georgia Forestry Commission 

 

8:15 – 9:30  Management Chiefs Business Session 

• Minutes from Winter Meeting 

• Management Chief’s discussion session on miscellaneous topics (as 

needed) – Pressing/Critical/Unique Topics in each state. 5-7 minutes per 

state. Block Grant updates. 

    

9:30 – 10:00  USDA Forest Service Report 

   Kay Reed, Director of Cooperative Forestry, USDA Forest Service 

 

10:00 – 10:30  Break – Salon A, Convention Center 

 

10:30 – 11:00 State Forester Liaisons meet with committees (All state foresters attend; Liaisons 

invite other State Foresters to join with committees) 

 Scott Phillips, SC State Forester, Management Chiefs SGSF liaison 

 

11:00 – 12:00 Continued: Management Chief’s discussion session on miscellaneous topics (as 

needed) – Pressing/Critical/Unique Topics in each state. 5-7 minutes per state. 

Block Grant updates. Work Plan updates/tweaks. Challenges with USFS changes. 

 

12:00 – 1:20   Awards Luncheon – Salon A, Convention Center 

 

1:30 – 3:00  SUM/FM/FIA Joint Meeting – Salon E, Convention Center 

Panel Discussion (Dr. Court – FL, Dr. Stottlemyer – TX, Dr. Stringer – KY, Dr. 

Joshi – OK), Short introduction and overview of wood trends they are seeing in 

their state followed by time for questions/discussion. 

 

3:00 – 3:30   Break – Salon A, Convention Center 

    

3:30 – 4:30  Forest Health Joint Meeting – Heitman Room, 4th Floor, Hotel 

Changing Markets & SPB Prevention 

   Dr. David Coyle – Clemson University 

 

4:30 – 5:00  Forest Management Chiefs Room – Edison Room 4th Floor, Hotel 

Damage Assessment Protocol Update 

Jenni Moore Myers – Disaster Protocol Coordinator, Southern Group of State 

Foresters 

 

6:00   SGSF Group Dinner – Host State Dinner 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Thursday June 4, 2026 - Forest Management Chiefs Agenda 

 

6:45 – 7:45am  Breakfast for all attendees – Salon A, Convention Center 

 

8:00 – 8:30  SUM/FM/FIA Joint Meeting – Salon E, Convention Center 

   (SGSF Committee Chair Report Outs to State Foresters during this time) 
 International mass timber conference and forest to frame sponsorship – Dr. 

Stottlemyer 

 

8:30 – 9:30 Private forest lands succession, keeping lands forested (NWOS presentation) 

 Dr. Tamara Cushing – University of Florida 

 

9:30 – 10:00 Markets Matter/General Discussion/Where do we go from here. What is the 

states role? 

 

10:00 – 10:30 Break – Salon A, Convention Center – Check out of Hotel. 

 

10:30 – 11:00 Forest Management Chiefs Room – Edison Room 4th Floor, Hotel 

Forest Stewardship Program Update – TEAMS 

   Lynn Lewis, Landowner Assistance Program Manager, USDA Forest Service 

 

11:00 – 11:45 Group Discussion - SGSF Report Out Feedback/Discussion; 2026/2027 Work 

Plan. Management Chiefs Solutions Session – Solutions/ideas on markets. 

Solutions/Updates from Pressing/Critical/Unique Topics on Wednesday. USFS 

Shared Stewardship – Good Neighbor Authority. 

 

11:45 – 12:00  Forest Management Chief Chair Elect nomination  

 

12:00   Adjourn – Safe travels home. See you at Winter Meeting 


